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loyally to serve the state. The American Consul at Mukden said
that he would endeavour to offer some interpretative comment on
this extraordinary action within a few days,
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'October 7, 1941
To-day, our Embassy Counsellor, Eugene Dooman, met again with
"Prince Konoye's private secretary, Tomohiko Ushiba, and submitted
;the following report which I quote verbatim :
In reply to a request by telephone yesterday from Mr. Ushiba,
I suggested that he breakfast with me this morning at my house.
Mr. Ushiba arrived promptly at the appointed time. Owing to
the presence of the servant during the meal, that part of our
conversation which needs to be recorded was brief and was sub-
stantially as follows :
Mr. Ushiba said that the Prime Minister's position had been
made difficult by the failure of the preliminary conversations
^vith the United States to make any progress. Prince Konoye
"was at a loss to know what further he could do, the opposition
liad now something concrete to use in their attacks on the cabinet,
and the future looked dark. He said that, unless we fully appreci-
ated the circumstances in which his chief had assumed responsi-
bility for initiating these conversations, we would not be able to
understand the full implications of the situation* The Army was
anxious to bring the conflict with China to an end but it would
never take the responsibility for initiating a liquidation of the
conflict. When Prince Konoye had taken that responsibility, the
Army gave him full and unqualified support, and if his high hopes
are not fulfilled he will have to " assume responsibility," and there
would be no one who would have the courage to take the risks
which the Prince has taken or with sufficient prestige and political
position to gain the support of the Army in any undertaking so
vital to the nation as settlement of the China conflict by process of
negotiation.
Mr. Ushiba went on to say that pessimism in Japanese official
quarters had been strengthened by failure on the part of the
American Government to lay any of its cards on the table. It
•was true that the American Government had given a full presenta-
tion of its principles, but it had not precisely specified what it
wanted the Japanese Government to undertake. Although several
months had elapsed since the conversations began, the apparently
great care being taken by the American Government not to give
the Japanese any specifications was extremely discouraging. Since
the receipt of the last American memorandum (October 2) an
increasing number of persons in Japanese Government circles were
of the opinion that Japan had fallen into a trap, the argument

